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Shunsai Hayashi, a Japanese Confucian scholar, teacher and administrator in the Tokugawa government during the ea-
rly part of the Edo Period (1603~1868) was the first to mention Matsushima, Amanohashidate and Itsukushima (Miyaji-
ma) as the “Three Most Scenic Spots of Japan” in his 1643 work Nihon Kokuji Sekiko.

In order to raise awareness regarding these areas with the green of their pines set against the deep blue of the sea and
as these scenes look their best in the middle of summer, it has been decided that July 21, the birthday of Shunsai Haya-
shi, will be Three Most Scenic Spots of Japan Day.
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Visitors to Miyajima can take a ropeway up Mt. Misen from wh-
ere they can walk to Misen Hondo (main hall) where the famous
monk, scholar, poet and artist Kukai is said to have undergone
training. They can also enjoy a panoramic view of the surroun-
ding area from the viewing platform at the top of the mountain.
The area is well known for the beautiful maple leaves that can
be seen in the fall at Momijidani Park.

The Miyajima Museum of Historical and Folk Materials, which

is housed in a former merchant’s house, is also another popular
destination.
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Hatsukaichi City Environmental Industry
Department, Tourism Section

TEL : (0829)30-9141
http://www.city.hatsukaichi.hiroshima.jp/
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Miyajima Tourism Association

TEL : (0829)44-2011
http://www.miyajima.or.jp
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Kyoto Prefecture

PHE RGO Tango Amanohashidate
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Many old shrines and temples are located around Amanohashi-
date as if to protect it. These include Chionji Temple, which
is known as one of the Three Monju ( bodhisattva of wisdom
and intellect ) of Japan. The Monjudo, which is located within
its grounds, dates from the Kamakura Period (1185-1333).
Motoise Kono Shrine, which is said to have originally housed the
gods of Ise Shrine, is one of the greatest old shrines in Tango.
An excellent view of Amanohashidate of provided from Nariaji
Temple, which is the 28th location out of the 33 on the Western
Japan pilgrimage route. Other historic shrines located on Ama-
nohashidate include Isoshimizu Shrine and Amanohashidate
Shrine.
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Miyazu City Planning Department,
Sightseeing Srttlement Section
TEL : 0772-22-2121
http://www.city.miyazu.kyoto.jp
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Amanohashidate Tourism Association
TEL : 0772-22-8030
http://www.amanohashidate.jp
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The first place to visit in Matsushima should be the iconic Go-
daido, which is the oldest remaining example of Momoyama
style construction in existence and a Nationally Important Cu-
Itural Property. If you have time, be sure to go on a cruise to
enjoy the stunning scenery. There is a 252m lacquered bridge
over which you can walk to Fukuurajima Island and many his-

torical spots such as Zuiganji (National Treasure), Entsuin and
Oshima are within easy reach by walk.
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Matsushima Industries and Tourism Division
TEL : 022-354-5708

http://www.town matsushima.miyagi.jp

(- REFAHS

Matsushima Tourism Association

TEL : 022-354-2618
http://www.matsushima-kanko.com
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Nihon-sankei Three Most Scenic Spots of Japan sightseeing coordination meeting http://nihonsankei.jp

Nihon-sankei
Three Most Scenic Spots of Japan




B3O A sightseeing cruise in Matsushima Bay
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The 260 islands of Matsushima Bay are renowned for their picturesq- #x# Godaido
ue beauty, with the green of the pines that cover them contrasting be-
autifully with the deep blue of the sea.

Majestic in any season, the scenery was so outstanding that it left the
well-known poet Basho Matsuo lost for words.

Nihon-sankei

At the beginning of the Edo Period (1603~1868), Shunsai Hayashi wrote of three outstanding scenes in his work “Nihon Koku-
ji Sekiko (Thoughts on Life in Japan)” and referred to them as the “Three Most Scenic Spots of Japan”.

The deep blue of the sea and the green pines of Matsushima, Amanohashidate and Miyajima are sights so beautiful that they to-
uch people’s hearts. These sights are typical of Japan, which is a country surrounded by sea and blessed with an abundance of
natural beauty. From ancient times they have been the stage for various historical events and frequently appear in Japanese tra-
ditional poems and literature. The “Three Most Scenic Spots of Japan” are places that Japanese people have always aspired to vi-
sit at least once in their lifetime and will always have a special place in their hearts.
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Worshipped as a god from ancient times, Miyajima is an island located in the Amanohashidate has been a well-known landmark in Japan from ancient
middie of the Seto Inland Sea with peaks such as Mt. Misen that are still co- times and featured in the writings of poets Koshikibu Naishi (c.999~c.1025)
vered in virgin forest. Itsukushima Shrine, which was given its present form and Izumi Shikibu (c.978~c.1034). A natural sandspit that stretches for 3.6 o
approximately 850 years ago by the famous samurai Kiyomori Taira, appears km across the mouth of Miyazu Bay, separating the Aso Sea from the outer ;
to float over the water. Since that time the shrine with its distinctive Shinde- Sea of Japan. Amanohashidate is renowned for the verdant green of its a
nzukuri style of construction has been protected and preserved by those in proximately 8,000 black pines that contrasts magnificently with t
‘-power to be appreciated by countless generations for its timeless beauty. sand and the deep blue of the sea. Visitors to the site are inspired by

ea’s sense of mystery and natural beauty.
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